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SO HOW  DID  tHE fEast  Of HaNUKK aH DEVELOP ?

•ecause of �ntiochus� oppression of the �ews� �od raised 
men of war who gave rise to the �accabean  evolt� 
he revolt 
began in �odiin� a little town northwest of �erusalem� where 
�attathias� an elderly priest lived� �e had five sons� �udah� 
�leazar� �ohanan� �onathan and •imeon� �ne day� soldiers 
came into �odiin in order to force a �ewish person to sacrifice 
a pig� �s the person agreed to do it� �attathias 
killed him and his five sons killed the soldiers� 

his act sparked the �accabean  evolt and 
war broke out throughout �srael� 
he name 
��accabee�� which means �the hammer� in 
�ebrew� was applied to the leader of the five 
brothers� �udah� who kept �hammering away� 
against the army of �ntiochus until he finally 
defeated it� 

�t was after the revolt� that the feast of 
�anukkah took shape� �e find the story of 
�anukkah in the �pocrypha in the book of 
�accabbees� �nticochus had desecrated the 
temple by offering a pig on the altar� �udas 
�acabbee then cleansed the 
emple and rededicated it� �e 
changed the old altar� new holy vessels were made as well as 
a new lampstand� altar of incense� table of showbread� and 
curtains�


hey followed •olomon�s example� and observed the 
rededication for eight days according to the holiday of •ukkot 
Š	east of 
abernacles‹� which the �accabees could not observe 
while they were still fugitives in the mountains of �udea� �ut 
of that arose the concept of the eight days of �annukah� the 
�ebrew word for �•edication��	


he famous miracle of the oil that lasted eight days is not 
mentioned in the apocryphal books of � and � �accabees or 
by �osephus� or even the �ishnah� �nly in the �emara� the 
later rabbinic material that together with the �ishnah makes 
up the 
almud� is where it has been added�

�osephus called it �
he 	estival of ƒights� because of the 
lighting of lamps in �ewish homes�


here is something quite beautiful about 
the Hanukkiah „the nine branch candelabrum…� 
each day of �anukkah� one candle „the shemesh… 
– that is the servant – will give light to the 
others� �s �eshua said in �atthew ����� ��ou 
are the light of the world�� �nd we can be that 
light as long as we get our strength from 
he 
•ervant – �eshua�


oday� few �hristians are knowledgeable of 
this �ewish holiday� �esus celebrated the 	east of 
�anukkah just as �e observed •assover „�ohn 
���
… and 
abernacles „���…� �t is found in the 
�ospel in �ohn ������ where �eshua spoke of 
the same theme that �anukkah brings about�

�ohn ��������— � My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me. “And I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand.“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”


he same protective love we see during the events 
surrounding �anukkah� we see �im clearly voicing in the 
book of �ohn� no sheep will be lost� no �ntiochus will be able 
to snatch them out of our �od�s hand� �anukkah is not only 
a feast for the �ews� it is for all the beloved of �od�
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